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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
This research paper examines the subject positions of the Nicaraguan peasant women who participated in development projects. The women are
a part of the target group of the projects. The concept of subject position refers in this research to the women's socially constructed position in the
development projects.
I also analyse the discourses of development and poverty that the Nicaraguan women produce. The discourses of the women are compared to the
so called hegemonic discourses of development. The hegemonic discourses and their critique are introduced during the research.
The theoretical framework of the research is constructed by social constructionism and critical discourse analysis. I have approached the subject
positions of the Nicaraguan women with the help of textual analysis and narratology. This research can be conceptualised as a part of the
ethnographic development research.
I have investigated two development projects funded by foreign donors. The research material consists of the private and group interviews of the
Nicaraguan women.
In the women's narratives, four different subject positions were found. One of them represents active participation in the development project.
The rest of the subject positions represent passive positions. The fatalistic subject position was especially strong.
The poverty discourses of the women emphasized the lack of education (or knowledge) and the condition of a house and clothes. Poverty was
also seen for instance as social inequality and as happiness. The strongest development discourse the women emphasized was education, work
and a good salary. On the other hand, development was seen as the social services produced by the state.
Research shows that the discourses produced by the Nicaraguan women are many times in conflict with the discourses that emphasize the
economical well-being in development. On the other hand, the results of this research are similar with those of so called participatory poverty
research.
The research also shows the conflict between the hegemonic development discourses and the positioning of the development project's target
group.
The main argument of the research is that the target group's passive (or even fatalistic) subject position may threat the aims of a development
project. On the other hand, becoming aware of the target group's subject positions may help the project to achieve its aims.
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